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IN REPLY PLEASE
REFER TO FILE: EP-4

February 20, 2003

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street
Los Angeles, CA 90012

Dear Supervisors:

PUBLIC HEARING FOR SOLID WASTE MANAGEMENT FEE
ALL SUPERVISORIAL DISTRICTS
3 VOTES

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD AFTER THE PUBLIC HEARING:

1. Approve the proposed changes to the manner of imposing the waste
management fee to include haulers that transport waste from this County.

2. Find that the proposed Ordinance amending Chapter 20.88 of Title 20,
Division 4, of the Los Angeles County Code is for the purpose of meeting
operating expenses and therefore exempt from the California Environmental
Quality Act pursuant to Section 21080(b)(8) of the Public Resources Code.

3. Adopt the proposed Ordinance amending Chapter 20.88 of Title 20,
Division 4, of the Los Angeles County Code.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

The Solid Waste Management Fee provides funding for the reasonable and necessary
costs incurred by the County of Los Angeles in the preparation, maintenance, adoption,
and implementation of the Countywide Integrated Waste Management Plan mandated by
Section 40000 et seq. of the Public Resources Code.  This includes, but is not limited to,
providing staff to the Los Angeles County Solid Waste Management Committee/Integrated
Waste Management Task Force, operation at the County level of the State’s Disposal
Reporting System, and other functions as needed to carry out the above.
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The Solid Waste Management Fee is collected from operators of disposal sites,
transformation facilities, and transfer/processing stations, located within the County of
Los Angeles.  Based on recent waste disposal tonnage figures reported from neighboring
counties, there is an increasing amount of solid waste emanating from the County of
Los Angeles that is being disposed outside of the County.  This waste is transported
primarily by waste haulers.  This disposed solid waste is currently not subject to the solid
waste management fee due to a loophole.  The proposed Ordinance will close the loophole
and make such waste disposal subject to the fee.  Adoption of this Ordinance is critical to
avert declining revenues and ensure a stable and level revenue source that will allow the
County to defray its costs and continue to provide and fulfill its Countywide solid waste
management responsibilities.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals

This action is consistent with the County Strategic Plan Goal of Fiscal Responsibility as the
proposed Ordinance will provide sufficient funds to carry out critical functions in regard to
the preparation, maintenance, adoption, and implementation of the Countywide Integrated
Waste Management Plan, providing staff to the Los Angeles County Solid Waste
Management Committee/Integrated Waste Management Task Force, operation at the
County level of the State’s Disposal Reporting System, and other functions as needed to
carry out integrated solid waste management functions.

It is also consistent with your Board’s approval of the Los Angeles County Integrated
Waste Management Summary Plan and the Los Angeles County Countywide Siting
Element on January 27, 1998.  These documents were subsequently approved by the
California Integrated Waste Management Board in June 1998 and June 1999, respectively.
It also satisfies the goal of Service Excellence in that it allows for the necessary level of
solid waste management that protects public health and the environment which improves
the quality of life in the County.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

There will be no impact to the County General Fund.  Revenue to fund the reasonable and
necessary costs incurred by the County of Los Angeles in the preparation, maintenance,
adoption, and implementation of the Countywide Integrated Waste Management Plan
mandated by Section 40000 et seq. of the Public Resources Code, which includes, but is
not limited to, providing staff to the Los Angeles County Solid Waste Management
Committee/Integrated Waste Management Task Force, operation at the County level of
the State’s Disposal Reporting System, and other functions as needed to carry out the
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above is paid solely through the existing fees collected and those that will be established
in this Ordinance.

The ‘Right to Vote on Taxes Act’ (Proposition 218) has been reviewed to determine if a
vote of the electorate is required in regard to the proposed Ordinance.  An election is not
required nor applicable because the fee is in no way directly associated with, or an incident
of, property ownership.  Furthermore, the proposed Ordinance has no impact on property
tax bills, including assessed values or dollar amounts charged.

FACTS AND PROVISIONAL/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

The Solid Waste Management Fee provides funding for the reasonable and necessary
costs incurred by the County of Los Angeles in the preparation, maintenance, adoption,
and implementation of the Countywide Integrated Waste Management Plan mandated by
Section 40000 et seq. of the Public Resources Code.  This includes, but is not limited to,
providing staff to the Los Angeles County Solid Waste Management Committee/Integrated
Waste Management Task Force, operation at the County level of the State’s Disposal
Reporting System, and other functions as needed to carry out the above.

The proposed Ordinance will make solid waste disposed by haulers out of Los Angeles
County subject to the fee.  This is critical so as to avert declining revenues and ensure a
stable and level revenue source that will allow the County to provide a level of service to
fulfill all of its solid waste management responsibilities.

To comply with the requirements of Sections 66016, 66018(a) and 6062a of the
Government Code, the fee increases may only be ordered after a public hearing.  These
Code Sections also require that notice of the hearing be mailed to all interested parties who
file a written request for such and that notice be published two times in a newspaper of
general circulation within a ten-day period with at least five intervening days.  As of the
filing of this item, no valid written request was on file with Public Works nor in the Executive
Office of the Board of Supervisors.

The proposed Ordinance has been reviewed and approved as to form by County Counsel.

IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

The collection of the Solid Waste Management Fee from waste collectors will allow this
Department to continue to provide for the preparation, maintenance, adoption, and
implementation of the Countywide Integrated Waste Management Plan mandated by
Section 40000 et seq. of the Public Resources Code.  This includes, but is not limited to,
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providing staff to the Los Angeles County Solid Waste Management Committee/Integrated
Waste Management Task Force, operation at the County level of the State’s Disposal
Reporting System, and other functions as needed to carry out the above.  Adoption of the
ordinance will not impact current services.  However, if the Ordinance is not adopted the
Department will be negatively impacted and General Fund money may be required.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

The proposed Ordinance establishes and collects a fee to fund the reasonable and
necessary costs incurred by the County of Los Angeles in the preparation, maintenance,
adoption, and implementation of the Countywide Integrated Waste Management Plan and
is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act pursuant to the Public Resources
Code, Section 21080(b)(8).

CONCLUSION

Upon Board approval, please return two approved copies of this letter and the Ordinance
to this Department.

Respectfully submitted,

JAMES A. NOYES
Director of Public Works

RWB:ma
P:\sec\swmf

Enc. 2

cc: Chief Administrative Office
County Counsel
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INSTRUCTION SHEET FOR PUBLISHING 
LEGAL ADVERTISEMENTS

TO: Executive Officer-Clerk of the Board
Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles

FROM: Department of Public Works
Environmental Programs Division

NOTICE OF HEARING
ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 20, DIVISION 4 
OF THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY CODE  

Publishing

In accordance with Sections 66016, 66018(a) and 6062a of the Government Code, the fee
increases may only be ordered after a public hearing.  These Code Sections also require
that notice of the hearing be mailed to all interested parties who file a written request for
such and that notice be published two times in a newspaper of general circulation within
a ten-day period with at least five intervening days.  As of the filing of this item, no valid
written request was on file with Public Works nor in the Executive Office of the Board of
Supervisors.  The period of notice commences upon the first day of publication and
terminates at the end of the tenth day, including therein the first day.

Forward five reprints of the attached advertisement to the County of Los Angeles
Department of Public Works, Environmental Programs Division, P.O. Box 1460, Alhambra,
California 91802-1460.

Should there be any questions regarding this matter, please contact Mr. Mike Mohajer, at
(626) 458-3500, Monday through Thursday, 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

RB:ma
P:\sec\lgldvrts3

Attach.
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NOTICE OF HEARING

ORDINANCE AMENDING TITLE 20, DIVISION 4
OF THE LOS ANGELES COUNTY CODE  

Notice is hereby given that a proposed Ordinance by the Director of Public Works has
been filed with the Board of Supervisors of the County of Los Angeles as the governing
body recommending the requirement that waste exporter businesses located or operating
within the County of Los Angeles which collect solid waste for transportation to disposal
sites or transformation facilities located outside the County of Los Angeles to pay the Solid
Waste Management Fee of $0.86 per ton or $0.52 per cubic yard to the Department of
Public Works. 

Currently, the Solid Waste Management Fee is collected from operators of disposal sites,
transformation facilities, and transfer/processing stations, located within the County of
Los Angeles.  Based on recent tonnage figures from neighboring counties, there seems
to be a trend toward an increasing amount of waste being disposed outside of the County.
This has an increasingly negative financial impact to the Department of Public Works as
less money is being received to fund necessary and previously budgeted solid waste
diversion programs.  If the proposed Ordinance is not implemented, the Department will
experience declining Solid Waste Management Fee revenues.

Tuesday,                 , 2003, at 9:30 a.m., in Room 381 of the Kenneth Hahn Hall of
Administration, 500 West Temple Street, Los Angeles, California 90012, is the time and
place which has been fixed by the Board of Supervisors to consider this matter.  Any
person wishing to be heard on this matter may appear before the Board of Supervisors and
show cause why the proposal should not be adopted.

For further information regarding this matter, please contact Mr. Mike Mohajer, of this
office, at (626) 458-3500, Monday through Thursday, 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Upon 72 hours’ notice, the County can provide program information and publications in
alternate formats or make other accommodations for people with disabilities.  In addition,
documents are available at the Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration in Los Angeles
(500 West Temple Street), which is accessible to individuals with disabilities.  To request
accommodations ONLY, or for more ADA information, please contact our ADA Coordinator
at (626) 458-4081 or TDD (626) 282-7829, Monday through Thursday, 7 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.

Si, no entiende este anuncio o necesita mas informacion, por favor llamar a Rosa Moreno
del Departamento de Obras Publicas al (626) 458-6974, de lunes a jueves, 7 a.m. a
5:30 p.m.

VIOLET VARONA-LUKENS
Executive Officer-Clerk of
the Board of Supervisors
Los Angeles County


